LONG HOLLOW BAPTIST CHURCH
WRECKED
WE ARE WRECKED FOR THE CITY (ROMANS 15:23-28; MATTHEW 9:35-38)
NOVEMBER 11, 2012

DISCUSSION PLAN
PREPARATION
> SPEND THE WEEK STUDYING ROMANS 15:23-28 AND MATTHEW 9:35-38. Consult
the commentary provided and any additional study tools (such as a concordance or
Bible dictionary) to enhance your preparation.
> DETERMINE which discussion points and questions will work best with your group.
> PRAY for our pastors and the sermon series, the upcoming group meeting, your
teaching, your group members, and their receptivity to the lesson.

HIGHLIGHTS
> BIBLICAL EMPHASIS: The apostle Paul was motivated to take the gospel to every city
he could, and he relied on the support of local believers to help him in his efforts. Paul
followed Jesus’ example, who took His disciples to all the towns and villages. As they
went, He urged them to get involved in missions by praying for workers.
> LIFE APPLICATION: There are still immense opportunities for reaching people in our
city. If we are faithful to what God has called us to do, we could double in outreach
over the next 5 years, taking seriously Jesus’ call to work the harvest.

INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to help get the conversation
going.
Describe an experience of being the receiver of another person’s generosity or
benevolence. What impact did that person make in your life? How did you see Jesus
through his or her compassion?
When have you felt wrecked because of the spiritual climate of our city? Which of
our local missions opportunities have you been a part of? What have you learned
about the needs and spiritual climate of our city in the process?
Through the means of campus expansion, new campuses, and more small groups, Long
Hollow has the potential to reach as many as 15,000 people by the end of 2017. We want
to live out a trajectory that will maximize life-change throughout Middle Tennessee.
Doing so requires commitment to church and small group growth in addition to
ongoing local missions efforts. The apostle Paul understood the importance of local
church growth; we read about his passion for reaching the city in Romans 15.

UNDERSTANDING
Unpack the biblical text to discover what Scripture says or means about a
particular topic.
In Romans 1–11, Paul explained his understanding of God’s priceless gift of salvation
through Jesus Christ to both Jews and Gentiles. In chapter 15, he told the Roman
Christians about his desire to preach the gospel where no missionary had been (v. 20).
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DISCUSSION PLAN
> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 15:23-28.					

Looking back on your schedule and priorities for this year, what would you say is
your ambition in life?
How do your ambitions compare with Paul’s in terms of clarity? Value? Concern
for God’s kingdom?
Why does Paul say the Gentiles are indebted to the Jews?
Why should Christians be motivated to give sacrificially and generously to fund
local outreach and ministry efforts?
Paul’s missions journeys took many years of his life, but he had not yet traveled to
Rome. Paul had missions in mind when he wrote about his desire to visit the Christians
in Rome. He wanted to know them better, but not for his own sake. He wanted them
to become partners with him in his journey to Spain. Their sending Paul implied
financial assistance and fervent prayers for his successful labors on Christ’s behalf.
> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MATTHEW 9:35-38.					
The opening paragraph of this section describes Jesus’ ministry approach. Jesus did
not limit His mission and thus demonstrated His message is intended for all people.
His great love and concern for people became the driving force for His prayer that
God would call and send others to extend the work.

Based on verse 35, how was Jesus’ mode of ministry different than the religious
leaders of His day?
What does this verse reveal are the key components of mission work?
Why does Jesus want us to be concerned about people with spiritual and
physical needs?
The contrast between Jesus and other religious figures is striking in many important
ways, but this verse illustrates one of the most important. Jesus went to all towns
and villages. John the Baptist, for example, was called to perform his ministry in the
wilderness. He probably would not have been well-suited to be in the cities where
the people lived. They had to come to him. Jesus’ mode of ministry teaches us an
important truth about God and the urgency of our shared mission. When Jesus walked
the earth as God’s Son, He was not a hermit or one hidden away in a monastery-like
residence. He went where the people were.

What motivated Jesus to minister to the people in the ways that He did (v. 36)?
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What steps can we take to bring Jesus’ compassion to people who are weary and
worn out?
Why did Matthew describe the crowds as helpless, like sheep without a shepherd?
In what ways can you relate to feeling like a sheep without a shepherd? Read
John 10:14. What does it mean that Jesus is the good shepherd? Why is this
important?
Because of Jesus’ loving heart for the people, He looked on them as sheep abandoned
by their shepherd. God had directed the leaders of Israel to care for the people. But
instead of caring for them, the religious leaders neglected and abused them. They
imposed heavy religious obligations on the people who already carried heavy spiritual
and physical burdens. Israel’s shepherds neglected God’s people (Ezek. 34); nobody
seemed to care for them. But Jesus, the Shepherd of the sheep, had come. He cared
and even gave His life on the cross for the sheep. Today He sends out Christians to join
in and to continue His work.

What implications or promises are inherent in Jesus’ description of the harvest
(v. 37)?
Do you believe the harvest is truly plentiful? What implications should that reality
have on your life?
Why do you think workers in the Lord’s harvest are so few?
Jesus’ love for the needy Galileans fostered a sense of urgency. He wanted to meet
their needs as soon as possible. Jesus saw the opportunity for a rich spiritual harvest,
and He knew that He should waste no time in gathering it. The same opportunity exists
today. A tremendous harvest awaits Christians who join God in His work. Although the
harvest has the potential for being abundant, as in Jesus’ day, relatively few believers
help in reaching people for Christ.

What is the significance of Jesus’ reference to the “Lord of the harvest”?
Seeing the needs of people, Jesus called on His disciples to pray that God would send
out workers into His harvest. The harvest is great; opportunity is there for us. Believers
today should pray for God to call workers to missions, for we know God works through
the prayers of His people. Jesus instructed His disciples to direct their prayers to the
Lord of the harvest. A reference to God, the phrase implies His sovereignty to direct
people into fields to reap the abundant harvest. As we pray, we become more open
to His direction and, therefore, more willing to obey Him. Listening to God in prayer
leads to obeying Him when He gives us direction. In that way, we become the answer
to our own prayers.
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APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply
directly to their lives.
Your giving in 2013 will fund local ministry objectives like launching a second major
Hendersonville Campus, launching two new satellites, providing worship experiences,
engaging all life stages in our community, helping folks connect with Long Hollow, and
supporting the spiritual growth of adults through Small Groups. Fifty-five percent of our
ministry plan will go to reaching our city for Christ. This is our harvest, and we are all
needed as workers.

What does it mean to labor in the field where God has placed you? What does this
look like for you?
How do the needs of the people in Jesus’ day compare to the needs of people in
Middle Tennessee? Why?
What is the harvest to workers ratio like in our city? What can we do to engage more
workers in the harvest?
Where do you sense God calling you to give to help further His kingdom growth in
our city?

PRAY
Close by reading Daniel 9:18-19 as a prayer over your group.
FOLLOW UP
Midway through this week, send a follow-up e-mail to your group with some
or all of the following information:
❏Q
 uestions to consider as they continue to reflect on what they learned this week:

Between last Sunday’s sermon and our discussion today, what is the Holy Spirit
convicting you of?
How do you sense God moving you to give differently? Continue this conversation
with your family this week.
❏A
 note of encouragement, following up on any specific prayer requests mentioned
during your group gathering.
❏ The challenge to memorize Matthew 9:35-38.
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LONG HOLLOW BAPTIST CHURCH
WRECKED
WE ARE WRECKED FOR THE CITY (MATTHEW 9:35-38)
NOVEMBER 11, 2012

COMMENTARY
ROMANS 15:23-28									
In 10 years, God had used Paul as a pioneer church planter in the eastern section of
the Roman Empire. Paul felt his ministry was in keeping with Old Testament messianic
prophecy (Isa. 52:15). He was the planter; others would come water the soil, and God
would give growth (1 Cor. 3:3-9).
God’s work for Paul in the eastern half of the Roman Empire had kept him from going to
Rome sooner, but now the work was completed and he planned to pass through Rome
on a mission trip to the western part of the Roman Empire (Spain). Scholars are divided on
whether Paul ever made it to Spain. The Bible does not record a Spanish mission for Paul.
Paul was on his way to Jerusalem to bring a gift from the Gentile churches for the poor of
the Jewish church in that city. He planned to come to Rome next. Little did he know he
would be taken to Rome in custody (Acts 25:11–28:14,30-31).
MATTHEW 9:35-38									
Jesus’ extensive ministry took Him throughout Galilee where He went to synagogues
and taught God’s Word, but He didn’t stop there. He also served needs by preaching
and healing. By preaching the good news of the kingdom, Jesus met the most pressing
spiritual needs among the people who listened to Him. By healing every disease and
every sickness, He also attended to their most pressing physical needs.
As a result of Jesus’ teaching, preaching, and healing ministry, crowds gathered around
Him. As Jesus saw them, His heart broke. He was stirred deep down in His heart. The Greek
word for compassion refers to emotions that are felt in the deepest sense. The word refers
to the inner parts of a person, or the bowels where emotions were thought to originate. It
conjures images of extreme pity and mercy. Having compassion for the sea of humanity
meant aching for them, feeling in His “gut” the depth of their spiritual and physical needs.
Because of Jesus’ loving heart for the people, He looked on them as sheep abandoned
by their shepherd. God had directed the leaders of Israel to care for the people. But
instead of caring for them, the religious leaders neglected and abused them. They
imposed heavy religious obligations on the people who already carried heavy spiritual
and physical burdens. Israel’s shepherds neglected God’s people (Ezek. 34); nobody
seemed to care for them. But Jesus, the Shepherd of the sheep, had come. He cared and
even gave His life on the cross for the sheep. Today He sends out Christians to join in and
to continue His work. As the crowds made their way to Jesus, He could see they were
weary because of the oppression they endured. Also, He saw how their needs had worn
them out, leaving them pillaged and plundered but not helped. No wonder Jesus’ heart
broke for the people of Galilee.
Jesus’ love for the needy Galileans fostered a sense of urgency. He wanted to meet their
needs as soon as possible. In addition to seeing the people as sheep, He spoke of them
in terms of a great harvest. A farmer knows when grain needs harvesting, and he wastes
no time gathering it. He realizes the window of opportunity soon will be gone, and the
grain not gathered in time will be lost in the field. Jesus saw the opportunity for a rich
spiritual harvest and that He should waste no time in gathering it. Otherwise, the window
of opportunity would pass.
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Seeing the needs of people, Jesus called on His disciples to pray that God would send
out workers into His harvest. The harvest is great; opportunity is there for us. Believers
today should pray for God to call workers to missions, for we know God works through
the prayers of His people.
Jesus instructed His disciples to direct their prayers to the Lord of the harvest. A reference
to God, the phrase implies His sovereignty to direct people into fields to reap the abundant
harvest. What a comfort and an encouragement this is for believers. God is the Lord of the
harvest, not us. We are not responsible for the kingdom’s growth; God is. Yet God calls us
to cooperate with Him both in praying and in going. As we pray, we ask Him to send out
workers. In other words, we ask the Father to give His people a push.
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